The first phase of the Air Force’s biennial experiment set to begin 

By Pam Smith, Air Force Experimentation Office

Public Affairs Officer

Hampton, Va-- The first of three “spirals,” or mini-experiments for the Air Force’s large-scale experiment, Joint Expeditionary Force Experiment 2004 (JEFX 04), is set to begin today at Electronic System Command located at Hanscom Air Force Base, Ma. 

“The goal of spiral development is to stimulate innovations in both technology and operational concepts to occur simultaneously and continuously at many levels and across all functional lines,” states Col. Dave Youker, director of the Air Force Experimentation Office in Hampton, Va. 

During Spiral I, technology and process architects and engineers, industry representatives, assessors, and warfighters will conduct an operational assessment. Between [spirals] providers tweak their initiatives based on the feedback given during the assessment.

“This process allows for rapid evolution and maturing of new processes and leading-edge technologies for the warfighter.  We significantly improve the acquisition process by experimenting with these emerging capabilities in an operational environment,” states Col Youker.
This year’s Joint Expeditionary Force Experiment 2004 (JEFX 04) will capitalize on lessons learned during recent operations in Afghanistan and Iraq.  JEFX 04 will explore and assess innovations from DoD agencies and U.S. Defense Industries to leverage technology, and transition capabilities to support the Air Force Transformation effort in the areas of network-centric infrastructure, effects-based operations, and predictive battlespace awareness.

 “In this fast moving age of information technology, we must exploit the technological opportunities that will enable us to fundamentally change the way we have done business in the past,” states Col. Youker.

“Our efforts will provide future commanders improved access to the critical information they will need to make fast, accurate decisions while prosecuting the air battle.” 

JEFX 04 is the fifth in a series of Air Force Chief of Staff-sponsored experiments designed to explore and assess key warfighting capabilities that are vital to U.S. forces’ success during future operations.
It will proceed under the leadership of Lt. Gen. Bruce Carlson, Commander, 8th Air Force, Barksdale Air Force Base, La. He will serve as the Combined Forces Air and Space Component Commander.
