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USAF Mulls 'Long-Dwell Asset' To Track Friendly Forces
The U.S. Air Force has begun looking at the possibility of assigning a "long-dwell asset" the responsibility of tracking friendly forces on the battlefield, a service official said Nov. 17 at a conference on intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR).
Compared with the current practice of having several types of platforms gather and share data from blue force tracking devices, having one system do the job could streamline the process, preserving precious communications bandwidth and allowing the information to be updated more quickly, said Lt. Gen. William Hobbins, deputy chief of staff for warfighting integration.
The platform that would perform this role could be an aircraft, such as a Global Hawk or Predator unmanned aerial vehicle, or a space-based system, Hobbins told The DAILY after speaking at the Defense News Media Group's ISR Integration 2003 conference.
"A long-dwell stare capability might be something that would be useful, especially in handling the blue force tracker demands that come about as a result of having multiple people on the ground," Hobbins said. "It's an area we need to look at."
Hobbins emphasized that the idea is only in the "discussion phase" and that no formal requirement has been established.
Blue force tracking devices have been widely credited with helping improve the monitoring of friendly forces in the Iraq war, but officials at the highest level of the military have expressed a desire for improvements. Air Force Gen. Richard Myers, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, has said that an integrated picture of friendly forces was not always available to those doing the fighting, a problem now being addressed by the Joint Blue Force Situational Awareness (JBFSA) Advanced Concept Technology Demonstration (ACTD) (DAILY, July 25).
Also at the ISR conference, Maj. Gen. Tommy Crawford, commander of the Air Force Command and Control and ISR (AFC2ISR) Center at Langley Air Force Base, Va., said a host of initiatives will be tested at next year's Joint Expeditionary Force Experiment (JEFX), including one that will combine information from different sensors to speed up efforts to locate and target enemy emitters.
