Air Force’s Joint Expeditionary Force Experiment ramps up

by Pam Smith

Air Force Experimentation Office Public Affairs

Hampton, Va.—The Air Force Experimentation Office (AFEO), as lead agency under Air Force Chief of Staff direction, will officially kick off its Joint Expeditionary Force Experiment 2004 (JEFX 04) with an initial experiment conference in Hampton, Virginia, 8-10 July. 

The Air Force has a rich heritage of innovation and experimentation. This legacy continues as AFEO seeks to identify, analyze, assess, and make recommendations for the accelerated fielding of critical near term as well as future capabilities.
Participants from various agencies will gather to discuss processes, scenarios, concepts, the operational picture, architectures, systems integration, initiatives, and the support elements of the experiment. 

Unlike exercises, which are designed to train forces, experimentation allows for the systematic exploration of concepts and provides the knowledge for informed investment and modernization decisions to build an aerospace force capable of meeting any future threat, while addressing the problems of today.  

According to Col. Dave Youker, Director, AFEO, “JEFX is a multi-dimensional experiment, combining live, virtual, and constructive simulation. We bring our warfighters into a controlled, but operationally realistic environment along with planners, operators and system architects and engineers, industry representatives and assessors.  Initiatives selected for JEFX go through a rigorous assessment process. Assessors collect, measure, track, monitor, and analyze processes and technologies to determine their technical merits and combat utility to the warfighter. “
JEFX also performs multi-functional exploration in the areas of space, information management, combat forces, mobility, combat support, and command and control. 

Experimentation results illuminate and underpin corporate Air Force modernization decisions. 

Air Force experimentation today supports near-term need or deficiency corrections in support of validated Air Force requirements and the Combatant Commands' Integrated Priority List, mid-term capability exploration in support of Joint and Air Force visions, and long-term concept development in association with the Revolution in Military Affairs.

JEFX 04 execution will begin mid-July 2004. For more information, please contact  Pam Smith, AFEO/PA, at 757-225-2105 or http://afeo.langley.af.mil
