BCD links air to land
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Twenty-five Soldiers from the 1st Battlefield Coordination Detachment out of Fort Bragg, N.C., are participating in the Joint Expeditionary Force Experiment 2004 as the ground component’s liaison element at the Combined Air and Space Operations Center here.

“The combined forces land component commander sends a small cell of people to the CAOC to advocate his target nominations on to the Air Tasking Order,” said Army Col. Mike Cannon, BCD commander and the senior Army representative in the CAOC. “I advise the combined forces air and space component commander of all land component activities.” This cell is made up of artillerymen, aviators, intelligence specialists, air defense artillery specialists and one system administrator.
Although the BCD is nothing new to the military or JEFX, it is testing advancements in software equipment and better coordination between components.

The software tools being tested are the MAAP toolkit plus, the Joint Targeting Toolbox, and the Modernized Integrated Database 2.1. They are used to facilitate the processing of target nominations onto the Air Tasking Order. These systems are meant to help slim the total time of the process from hours to only seconds. JEFX has given the colonel the opportunity to see first hand how important automation is to helping the warfighter execute his plan, he said.
Army and Air Force integration is also an important part of the BCD’s mission here. “We’re also trying to facilitate collaboration between the Army and the Air Force during planning,” he said.
The colonel said he was impressed by the forward looking attitude of JEFX. He said in the future he thinks future Army involvement in JEFX will be more robust by adding Army space and information operations into the development of the ATO.  “When you take a look at what’s going on in this building, you realize this is the future of warfighting,” he said. “We’re preparing to fight tomorrow’s war.”

