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May, 2004- Joint Expeditionary Force Experiment 2004, or JEFX, the Air Force’s large-scale, biennial experiment, “Presents a timely venue to address Air Force -Army lessons learned that emerged during Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom,” according to Maj. Gen. Tommy Crawford, commander of the Air Force Command and Control & Intelligence, Surveillance, and Reconnaissance Center, at Langley Air Force Base, Virginia.   
The Army initiative for JEFX 04, Army Close Air Support/Situational Awareness (ACASSA), will experiment with innovative capabilities improving how the Army and Air Force can work together to ultimately eliminate fratricide or “friendly fire” and enhance joint combat effects.  
Both the Army and Air Force Chiefs of Staff recognize the need to improve air-ground coordination and execution of close air support missions.
"While both services are heavily engaged in meeting the needs of ongoing operations around the globe, we must work closely together to ensure units are properly sourced at the point of attack in current and future operations," said Jumper.

Air-ground operations are a key to the success of the future joint force operations. 
 “The ability to track friendly forces, utilizing a machine-to-machine process for requesting close air support, and improving CFACC- CFLCC (Combined Force Air Component Commander- Combined Force Land Component Commander) coordination are the specific processes being explored to accomplish this,” according to Col. Dave Youker, Director of the Air Force Experimentation Office.

“The goal will be to refine joint concepts of operation and provide U.S. and coalition warfighters new capabilities to improve interoperability and to reduce fratricide during future operations.”
“The experiment will also look at intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance (ISR) information sharing and fires integration, as well as, initiatives that will increase the CFACC- CFLCC interaction in the areas of Effects Based Operations, Predictive Battlespace Awareness and Network Centric Infrastructure,” Youker said.

The Army participation in this year’s JEFX is considerable and designed to address specific aspects of OIF/OEF. The Army is supporting JEFX with active duty soldiers from eight military bases, National Guardsmen, Department of the Army civilians, and contractors.  Army systems and players are operating distributively from Fort Gordon, Fort Bliss, and Fort Knox. To integrate the simulations and system interfaces with the Air Force, the Army is using its newly established Battle Lab Collaborative Simulation Environment (BLCSE) network.  The Army will employ battlefield systems such as their Force XXI Battle Command Brigade and Below system currently in use in Operation Iraqi Freedom, as well as future capabilities under their Future Combat Systems program.  
 “We demonstrated unprecedented joint synergy during OEF and OIF.  Our partnership in JEFX 04 will help maintain that momentum and push us to an even higher level of joint warfighting effectiveness.  We look forward to working to make JEFX 04 a benchmark in Air Force - Army cooperation,” said Gen. Hal Hornburg, commander of Air Combat Command.

JEFX 04 execution begins late-July 2004. For more information, please contact Pam Smith, AFEO/PA, at 757-225-2105 or http://afeo.langley.af.mil.






