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Air Force Planning Global Mobility Technology Experiment In 2005
The Air Force has begun planning for an experiment that will be held next year to explore network-centric capabilities for executing its Global Mobility Concept of Operations, according to documents.
Service officials met last month at Air Mobility Command headquarters, Scott Air Force Base, IL, to hash out plans for the Advanced Process Technology Experiment 2005, according to an Air Force Experimentation Office (AFEO) memo obtained by Inside the Air Force. In addition to AFEO personnel, officials from AMC and the Air Force Command and Control and Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance Center at Langley Air Force Base, VA, were on hand for the APTX '05 "Concept Development Conference."
"APTX '05 will utilize a Global Mobility thread to mature Network-Centric CONOPS, measurements and capabilities," an AFEO description states. The experiment will specifically focus on network-centric capabilities in three areas of global mobility operations: "a) Global Mobility integration into the deliberate joint planning process; b) data passing and fusion of airfield data from multiple sources to facilitate airfield seizure and base opening; [and] c) an integrated and responsive air and space mobility capability."
The experiment is tentatively scheduled for September 2005, and will be used, in part, as a risk reduction activity for the larger Joint Expeditionary Force Experiment the service is planning for 2006. JEFX '04 is slated for this summer.
Global Mobility is one of six CONOPS service officials have developed to guide a new capabilities-based planning and investment process. The other key mission areas are global strike; global response; homeland security; nuclear response; and space and command, control, communications, computers, intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance.
The CONOPS are designed to ensure the service shapes its force around needed capabilities rather than around specific threats or weapon systems. After the development of the six CONOPS, the second step in transforming the planning and programming process was a "Capabilities Review and Risk Assessment." Completed in September, the CRRA was a two-year effort to look at how all Air Force programs meet the requirements described by the CONOPS and to identify shortfalls and risks in each mission area.
The results of the global mobility CRRA, along with lessons learned from Operation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom, will inform APTX 'O5, according to the AFEO memo. The command and control aspects of capability shortfalls will be a particular focus.
For example, the experiment will look at the fusion and sharing of airfield data because a lack of coordination among service and joint elements hindered the ability of the Air Force to rapidly establish air bases in Iraq, according to the AFEO memo and a recent AMC briefing on the Global Mobility CONOPS. Base-opening capabilities in general were identified in the CRRA as a shortfall.
The next step in planning for APTX '05 is to request white papers on solutions to the global mobility shortfalls. AMC will then select the technology initiatives that will be part of the experiment. Some examples include "Mobility C2 Data Exchange System, Air Refueling Toolkit, Wireless Air Field Survey Project, Expeditionary Site Survey Suite, Integrated Base Defense" and Radio Frequency Identification, the memo states.
