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New strike force debuts

By Judi Tull
Air Force Experimentation Office

LANGLEY AIR FORCE BASE, Va. (ACCNS) -- Global Strike Task Force, the Air Force’s concept intended to “kick down the door” to any battlespace for U.S. military forces during future conflicts, will debut during Joint Expeditionary Force Experiment 2002 at Nellis AFB, Nev.

JEFX 2002, which began July 24 and runs through Aug. 9, is the fourth in a series of experiments designed to help the Air Force prepare for the challenges of operating in the 21st century. It combines live and simulated forces that are modeling a future command-and-control system while exploring advanced processes and technologies to decrease the time needed to attack targets. 

This year, the experiment is part of Millennium Challenge 2002, a joint experiment designed to simulate the military services’ ability to work together on a realistic battlefield set in the year 2007.

“GSTF marks the next stage in Air Force transformation by using our advantages of stealth, precision, stand-off capabilities, information, and space to overcome the enemy’s ability to deny access to U.S. forces,” said Gen. Hal Hornburg, commander of Air Combat Command. “GSTF will function as a rapid-reaction force employed within the air and space expeditionary force construct. It combines stealth and advanced weapons with integrated command, control, intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance platforms to provide lethal battlespace capability. 

“It will rapidly establish air dominance and subsequently guarantee that aerospace, land and sea forces will enjoy both freedom from attack and freedom to attack,” he said.

One of the keys to GSTF is providing decision-makers the ability to predict what actions the enemy is most likely to make.

“With predictive battlespace awareness, the commander can better focus intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance platforms, use them to confirm anticipated enemy locations, and quickly provide information to the targeting process,” Hornburg said.

Initiatives within the experiment will explore how to decrease the time needed to find, fix, track, target, engage and assess enemy targets.

During the first phase of Millennium Challenge operations, simulated F-22s and B-2s will use precision-guided munitions to dominate the air and strike anti-access threats, enabling non-stealthy strike and support aircraft to join the attack. GSTF will combine the power-projection capabilities of other military services to systematically destroy hundreds of targets, roll back enemy defenses and clear the way for follow-on forces, Hornburg said.

“GSTF provides the capability to respond rapidly with massive, around-the-clock firepower. It will produce effects early, from longer ranges, with more precision than our current capabilities and methods of employment, creating air dominance and other war-winning effects for component commanders and possibly giving our adversaries a reason to quit,” he said.

